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Description of Educational Scholarship Program
and Guidelines for Applicants

PURPOSE
The mission of Friends of Jocassee (FOJ) is to serve as a volunteer organization to preserve, protect, and promote the natural and cultural resources of the Jocassee Gorges area and the recreational opportunities it provides.  The purpose of the Educational Scholarship Program is to utilize funds to provide educational opportunities that support the mission of the organization.

GOAL OF THE EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The committee shall recommend to the FOJ Executive Board funding that initiates, expands or enhances programs that support and further the mission of FOJ.

OJECTIVES OF FRIENDS OF JOCASSEE
Encourage community service to educate, protect, preserve, and promote the natural and cultural resources of the Jocassee Gorges

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:
· Teachers, staff, or volunteers with public/private schools and other educational institutions.
· Individuals or organizations who have non-profit 501 (c)3 status
· Community and/or neighborhood groups
· Established community organizations
· FOJ members

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS	
· The number and monetary value of scholarship awards may vary annually according to the availability of funds and the number of qualified grant requests selected for funding.
· The maximum amount that may be awarded is $1,000 
· During any given year, FOJ retains the option of not awarding any scholarships in the event of a lack of funds held by the non-profit.

EVALUATION PROCESS
Using the following categories, the FOJ Educational Scholarship Committee will review and evaluate all scholarship applications in consideration of the project’s capacity to reflect the values of FOJ and the goals of the Scholarship Program outlined above.
· Promotion of FOJ Values
· Merit of the need addressed by the project
· Identification of stakeholders involved in the project
· Impact of Project
· Comprehensiveness of financial plan for project
· Identify or outline benchmarks for gauging project success
During the evaluation process, the Educational Scholarship Committee may interview the applicant and/or visit the site of the proposed project.  The application deadline is:  April 1
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